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Draft – SW forest deer management 
 
A pioneering project has been launched to promote wild venison and other deer-related 
products and activities in the region.  
 
The South West Forest Deer Management Programme aims to get wild venison into the local 
food chain, and also to encourage tourism by offering deer-related activities such as 
photography and tracking.  
 
The first stage of the project focuses on forecast target areas around Holsworthy, 
Rackenford and North of Barnstaple. The project aims to encourage retailers, restaurants 
and hotels to serve venison as a high-quality, locally-sourced meat. 
 
But the project is not just about the consumption of venison, as Mick Bracken, Rural 
Development Forestry Adviser  from South West Forest (SWF) is keen to point out. He says: 
ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŦƻǊ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊŘǎΦέ 
 
aƛŎƪ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀn accreditation and 
tagging system to assure customers of the high levels of food hygiene for the scheme, and 
the project will be monitored by Deer Management Groups set up by SWF in each of the 
targeted areas with managed plans for deer culling in order to supply the scheme.  
 
άLƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎŎŀƭŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Over half of the £100,000 project cost has been met by Devon Renaissance, the rural 
regeneration programme for the county. Simon Mallett from Devon Renaissance says that 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
supplement rural incomes within the region, as well as providing accredited training 
opportunities for those seeking a career within the deer trade. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǾŜƴƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ 
within and outside the region will also have a positive impact on the econoƳȅΦέ 
 
South West Forest is a partnership hosted by Devon County Council, which manages forest 
and woodland in the Culm joint character area bordered by Exmoor, Dartmoor and Bodmin 
Moor. It seeks to support and boost farm businesses and rural incomes, by helping to 
establish new areas, and manage existing areas of forest encouraging integrated, sustainable 
rural development. 
 
Ends 
 

http://www.southwestforest.org.uk/index.html#partners


NOTES TO EDITORS 

Devon Renaissance is the rural regeneration partnership organisation for the county. It is a 
not for profit partnership of the private sector, local authorities and community-based 
organisations. The organisation is funded by the South West of England Regional 
Development Agency, Devon County Council, and North Devon, Torridge, West Devon, 
South Hams, East Devon and Teignbridge district and borough councils. Devon 
Renaissance provides grant funding and works with projects to help create prosperity and 
jobs and improve access to services in rural areas. It has funding of £7 million over three 
years which is estimated to be worth £25 million to the Devon economy with match funding. 

www.ruraldevon.org  
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