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Torridge businesses can get New Year boost

Businesses in Torridge can give themselves a N
Graduate Skills for Torridge Project (GSfT), which brings together graduates aresbes

for mutual benefit.

For businesses it means getting someone into the company who is not only an extra pair of
hands but is a skilled person with-tgp-date knowledge and a fresh perspective to tackle

new projects; for graduates it gives them expeige and confidence in a work environment

and a chance to use and develop the skills and knowledge they have acquired in a practical
way.

All small and medium sized businesses in the Torridge area are eligible to take part in the
project. The duration oftte graduate placement is based on the needs of the business, and
employees are expected to pay a wage commensurate with the skills and experience of the
graduate.

Cathy Newman, who runs the GSfT project, says businesses can benefit in a number of ways.
“ Hvang a graduate on board for a while should lead to greater efficiency and better
profitability, and can be a cogfffective method of recruitment. In addition it can provide
good publicity for businesses as they are seen
The types of projects graduates can be involved in includes setting up or improving IT
systems, writing marketing plans, analysing and improving production, developing a website
or e.commerce, completion of an environmental audit or the design of new company
literature.

The project is funded by Devon Renaissance, the rural regeneration partnership organisation
for the county, and by the Learning and Skills Council and runs until March 2009, with
placements available for 20 graduates.

For more information abauGSfT contact Cathy Newman on 07970 795808

NOTES TO EDITORS

Devon Renaissance is the rural regeneration partnership organisation for the county. It is a
not for profit partnership of the private sector, local authorities and commubéged
organisationsThe organisation is funded by the South West Regional Development Agency,
Devon County Council, and North Devon, Torridge, West Devon, South Hams, East Devon
and Teignbridge district and borough councils. Devon Renaispamiees grant funding

and workswith projects to helpcreate prosperity and jobs and improve access to services in
rural areas. It has funding of £7 million over three years which is estimated to be worth £25
million to the Devon economy with match funding.
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