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Devon farmers get help to take up stewardship grants
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looking after the environment is being launched with the support of Devon Renaissance.

The £150,000 project is being managed across the county by the West Devon Agricultural

Business Information Point (WDBIP), based in Okehampton, and Devon Renaissance is

putting up half the cost, with other funding coming from West Devon and East Devon

councils, the Tamar Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Sustainable Development

funds, and the Red Meat Industry Forum.The project, called Business and Environmental
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stimulate interest and engagement with the Environmental Stewardship programme, which

provides grants for farmers who look after the countryside.

CKA& &SFNRA F220 yR Y2dzikK 2dzioNBSF{ YR SYSNHS
the pressures that beef and sheep farms, in particular, face. With poor quality fodder

produced during the wet summer and the doubling of feed costs it will take many farms until

next summer to see any sort of recovery. In addition the over-supplied lamb market is not

expected to stabilise until the middle of next year.
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declining land-based sector. The project will deliver a package of brainstorming, mentoring

and training and will offer vocational skills, business skills, and confidence building support,

all of which will equip farmers for the future and improve their personal employment and

business prospects.
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their current position and gain new skills and confidence. Many farmers who could take

advantage of the Environmental Stewardship programme are not doing so because they do

not have the necessary skills and advice needed, and we believe this programme will
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things are but many farmers have not made applications for Environmental Stewardship

because of a lack of knowledge of the schemes, we will help farmers with applications that

suit their farms and circumstances. This is one way of clawing back the modulation funds
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NOTES TO EDITORS



Devon Renaissance is the rural regeneration partnership organisation for the county. Itis a
not for profit partnership of the private sector, local authorities and community-based
organisations. The organisation is funded by the South West Regional Development Agency,
Devon County Council, and North Devon, Torridge, West Devon, South Hams, East Devon
and Teignbridge district and borough councils. Devon Renaissance provides grant funding
and works with projects to help create prosperity and jobs and improve access to services in
rural areas. It has funding of £7 million over three years which is estimated to be worth £25
million to the Devon economy with match funding.

www.ruraldevon.org
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